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Dr. Vagelos is an international authority on lipid biochemistry, physiology, and 
pharmacotherapy and is one of the leading research visionaries of his generation.  He 
became chief executive officer of Merck following an authoritative career as a 
cardiologist, biochemist, department chairman, and highly productive scientist focusing 
on the biosynthesis and control of cholesterol.  Spanning enzyme research, molecular 
genetics, human trials, and the development and marketing of statins, his career 
ushered in the current era of preventive cardiovascular medicine. 
 
Dr. Vagelos served as Chief Executive Officer of Merck & Co. Inc., for nine years from 
July 1985 to June 1994. He joined Merck in 1975 as Senior Vice President of Research 
and became president of its research division in 1976. 
 
Dr. Vagelos received a A.B. degree (1950) from the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, the academic honor society. He received his M.D. 
from Columbia University (1954) and was elected to Alpha Omega Alpha, the medical 
honor society. After internship and residency (1954-56) at Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston, he joined the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland.  
 
At the NIH (1956-66) he served in the National Heart Institute, holding positions in 
cellular physiology and biochemistry—first as Senior Surgeon and then as Head of 
Section of Comparative Biochemistry, both in the Laboratory of Biochemistry.  
 
In 1966, Dr. Vagelos joined Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, as Chairman 
of the Department of Biological Chemistry of the School of Medicine. In addition, from 
1973 to 1975, he assumed more extensive responsibilities as Director of the 
University’s Division of Biology and Biochemical Sciences, which he founded. 
 
Dr. Vagelos has received honorary Doctor of Science degrees from Washington 
University (1980) for his research achievements and important influence on national 
science policy; Brown University (1982) for distinguished contributions to the 
advancement of knowledge as a teacher, research scientist, and head of one of the 
nation’s outstanding laboratories; the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey (1984) for outstanding leadership in biomedical research leading to drugs and 
other therapeutic agents of direct benefits to mankind; New York University (1989) for 
contributions in helping to discover and produce medicines that both extend and 
enhance life; Columbia University (1990) for an extraordinary range of accomplishments 
in biological science, pharmaceutical research, and leadership in the pharmaceutical 
industry; the New Jersey Institute of Technology (1992) for his contributions to medical 
research; Pamukkale University in Turkey (1992); and the University of New York at 



Stony Brook (1994) for outstanding achievement; Mount Sinai Medical School (1997); 
and the University of British Columbia (1998). He received Honorary Doctor of Laws 
degrees for leadership in the battle to conquer diseases from Princeton University 
(1990), the University of Pennsylvania (1999) and Harvard University (2003). Rutgers 
University (1991) granted him honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree in recognition 
of his “ambitious agenda to develop effective cures for the most perplexing illness of our 
time.” 
 
The author of more than 100 scientific papers, he received the Enzyme Chemistry 
Award of the American Chemical Society in 1967. He was elected in 1972 to the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Academy of Sciences, and in 
1993 to the American Philosophical Society. In 1989 he received the Thomas Alva 
Edison Sciences Award from Governor Thomas Kean. In 1993, he received the 
Lawrence A. Wien Prize in Social Responsibility from Columbia University. In 1994 he 
received the C. Walter Nichols Award from New York University’s Stern School of 
Business. In 1995 he received the National Academy of Science Award for Chemistry in 
Service to Society. In 1998 he was awarded the Prince Mahidol Award conferred by His 
Majesty the King in Bangkok (Thailand). In 1999 he received the Othmer Gold Medal 
from the Chemical Heritage Foundation and Bower Award in Business Leadership from 
Franklin Institute.  
 
Dr. Vagelos was Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania 
from October 1994 to June 1999, having served as a trustee since 1988. He also 
served as Co-Chairman of the New Jersey Performing Arts Center from 1989-99, was 
President and CEO of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens from 1999-
2001 and served in the National Research Council Committee on Science and 
Technology for Countering Terrorism in 2002.  
 
He is currently Chairman of Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. and Theravance, Inc., two 
biotech companies.  He is also Chairman of the Board of Visitors at Columbia University 
Medical Center where he also chairs the Capital Campaign.  He serves on a number of 
public policy and advisory boards, including the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center 
and the Danforth Foundation. 
 
Dr. Vagelos is married to the former Diana Touliatos. They live in New Jersey, and have 
four children and seven grandchildren.  
 
Dr. Vagelos was born on October 8, 1929, in Westfield, New Jersey.  
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